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z LOCOMOTION SCORING AND
ausd TREATMENT OF DAIRY CATTLE

Locomotion scoring is based on the observation of cows standing
and walking (gait), with special emphasis on their back posture. This

system is intuitive and, therefore, easy to learn and implement. The use

of locomotion scoring is effective for early detection of claw (hoof)

disorders, monitoring prevalence of lameness, comparing the incidence

and severity of lameness between herds and identifying individual cows
for functional claw (hoof) trimming.
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FirstStep

Animal observations should be made on a flat surface that provides
good footing for cows. Cows scoring 3 should be examined and
trimmed to prevent more serious problems. Trimming should be
done by a competent trimmer with the goal of returning the claws to
functional weight bearing and conformation.

LOCOMOTION

Visual Description:
Stands and walks
normally with a level
back. Makes long
confident strides.

Clinical Description:
Mildly Lame

Visual Description:
Stands with flat back,
but arches when walks.
Gait is slightly abnormal.

ensure cows do
not progress.

Visual Description:
Stands and walks with an
arched back and short
strides with one or more
legs. Slight sinking of
dew-claws in limb
opposite to the affected
limb may be evident.

Clinical Description: Action:
Moderately Lame These cows need
to be pulled

into the chute,
trimmed and
treated as soon
as possible and
monitored.

walking. Favoring one or
more limbs but can still bear
some weight on them.

Sinking of the dew-claws

is evident in the limb opposite
to the affected limb.

Clinical Description:
Severely Lame

Visual Description:
Pronounced arching of
back. Reluctant to move,
with almost complete
weight transfer off the
affected limb.

n Treat &
Observe
Clinical Description:
Lame
Action:
Visual Description: Tireal: hese Gowe
Arched back standing and ASAP. Once

treated, observe
closely for needs
to re-treat.

SCORE* TREATMENT STANDING WALKING
Clinical Description: Action:
Normal Monitor to

*For comparison with Mobility Scoring system, see back cover.
Adapted from Sprecher, D.J.; Hostetler, D.E.; Kaneene, J.B. 1997. Theriogenology 47:1178-1187 and contribution from Cook, N.B., University of Wisconsin.

zinpro.com/dairy INT-D-4120 | 082021



BUILDING HEALTHIER HOOVES

é N
Manganese
For joints, tendons
and bone density
Zinc
For corium health
and wound healing Copper
Zinc/Copper For connective tissue
For sole, heel and horn and white line health
strength and elasticity
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UNIQUE, ‘AMINO ACID PATHWAY’ MINERALS

Your herd’s profitability depends on providing the right kind of nutrition at the right time.
Exceptional nutrition supports everything from fertility to mammary health, to hoof integrity
and overall wellbeing. Zinpro Performance Minerals®, are uniquely and more efficiently
absorbed through ‘amino acid transporters’ in the gut. Once in circulation they are metabolized
differently from other metal sources allowing the cow to utilize the trace minerals more
effectively to deliver their full benefit.

Zinpro Locomotion/Mobility Score Conversion Table

Mobility Score 0 0-1 0-1 2

The Zinpro Locomotion Scoring system allows a more detailed and accurate measurement.

This Locomotion Scoring Brochure was developed by Steven L. Berry, DVM, MPVM, University of California-Davis, with adaptations
from Nigel B. Cook, University of Wisconsin-Madison, and Zinpro Corporation, Eden Prairie, MN

For more information:

contact your Zinpro -
representative or visit Flrst tep

zinpro.com
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